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	Worlds apart? 

Human settlement and biota of islands.
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Association for Environmental Archaeology Annual Symposium, School of Archaeology and Palaeoecology, Queens University Belfast, Belfast.

24th-26th April 2003

Islands play a central role in the formation of both environmental and social communities. This conference aims to bring together palaeoecologists, environmental archaeologists, archaeologists and social historians to explore these themes.

Ireland has a rich archaeology and natural history associated with islands, ranging from investigations of small islands and crannogs in lakes, islands in sea Loughs and inlets to of islands off the coast. In addition to these more obvious islands, there are areas of dry islands land within substantial areas of bog and floodplain, which have been foci for colonisation by fauna, flora and human inhabitants. However, people have also created their own social islands or isolated communities, on grounds of religious or cultural difference. The conference aims to explore how such environmental or social communities survived in such settings and the particular problems they faced. 

Whilst one of the central themes will be the island palaeoecology, archaeology and history of Ireland, we are actively seeking contributions on any aspect of island research.

Key issues to be addressed include:

· The environmental archaeology of island communities, including the influence of marginality on them and their associated biota

· Island buffering mechanisms

· The use and perception of islands during particular periods

· The origin of island floras and faunas & the spread of non indigenous taxa

· Island biogeography

· Inter-relationships between dry and wet environments

· Isolation and inter-dependence within islands

· Creation of social islands or isolated communities

· Connections between islands (networks, relationships between islands and mainland/other communities)

Conference organisers: Dr. Nicki Whitehouse (n.whitehouse@qub.ac.uk), Dr Eileen Murphy (Eileen.Murphy@qub.ac.uk), Dr Finbar McCormick (f.mccormick@qub.ac.uk) Dr Gill Plunkett (g.plunkett@qub.ac.uk).

Deadline for submission of paper titles and abstracts (300 words max): 1st December 2002. These should be sent to the conference organisers either by email (aea-islands@qub.ac.uk) or by post to:

AEA Conference

School of Archaeology and Palaeoecology

Queens University Belfast

University Road

Belfast BT7 1NN

Conference Programme:

Thurs 24th April

Morning/afternoon:

Academic sessions

Evening: 


Wine Reception

Friday 25th April 

Morning/Afternoon:

Academic Sessions

Evening:


Conference Dinner

Saturday 26th
Morning/afternoon: 

Optional field trip to Co. Down (Lecale area)

Registration

This covers all academic sessions, tea and coffees and the wine reception. If you require accommodation and wish to attend the conference dinner, please register no later than the 20th February 2003. After this date, individuals will not be able to register for the dinner and will have to make their own accommodation arrangements.










Number required

Employed






£35
…………………….

Unwaged and students




£25
…………………….

Conference Dinner (excl wine).



£22 
…………………….

Any special dietary requirements (e.g. vegetarian)


…………………….

Field Trip






£20
…………………….

Total







£
…………………….









Accomodation

Bed and Breakfast accommodation for the conference has been arranged at Queens, close to the conference venue. Accommodation comprises single rooms (not en suite), at £21 per person per night, including breakfast. For people wishing to stay over Saturday night, they will need to make their own arrangements.










Number required

Wednesday 23rd April






…………………….

Thursday 24th April






…………………….

Friday 25th April






…………………….

Total cost of accommodation




£
…………………….

Please forward information on alternative accommodation

…………………….

Total: Registration plus Accommodation


£
…………………….

I enclose a cheque for £ …………………………………………………………………

Name__________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Telephone_______________________________________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________________

Please make cheque's payable to Queens University Belfast.

Send cheque and completed form to: 

AEA Conference

School of Archaeology and Palaeoecology

Queens University Belfast

University Road

Belfast BT7 1NN

Details of the field trip, maps, information on accommodation and transport and a full conference schedule and itinerary will be sent following receipt of booking form.

If you require any further details, please address enquiries to the organising committee at the above address or email us on: aea-islands@qub.ac.uk

