
serried ranks of lurs (lura?) and some very beautiful Roman glass. The less well-
known medieval galleries are also full of interest (e.g. Greenland excavations) and 
splendour (church furnishings). 

All in all it was a marvellous week. Though flat, Denmark is a country of 
pleasant scenery and traditional housing in rural areas. The roads are delightfully 
empty, but take your mackintosh, particularly if you intend to make the journey from 
Hamburg by bicycle, as did the intrepid James Greig. It is rumoured that his bright 
purple trousers generate a special form of energy, but then he does eat a lot. 

Barbara Noddle 

Mystery object number 2 - animal, mineral or vegetable?

Can anyone please suggest what these (see figure) mineralised objects are? I am 
sure anyone who has sorted sieving residues containing calcium phosphate-replaced plant 
remains will have seen them. They seem to occur exclusively in 'mineralised1 contexts, 
both in material of faecal origin from latrines and in non-faecal midden deposits. 

The objects are quite variable in shape, but have a generally characteristic form 
and surface properties that make them instantly recognisable. They can be solid or 
hollow, and are usually pale brown to orange in colour, like the mineralised plant 
remains with which they occur. I have found them ranging in size from 1 to 10 mm in 
a single sample. They have been recorded from samples dated from the Late Bronze Age 
through to the medieval period. 

 

Mystery mineralised objects 

So far, the suggestion of tapeworm cysts has been discounted by the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Since we still know relatively little about the 
mechanisms of preservation by mineralisation, I thought it might be helpful to find 
out what these objects are, since they always seem to be present in deposits with 
mineralised preservation. Any suggestions will be welcomed - plentiful specimens can 
be supplied on request. 
Wendy Carruthers, Sawmills House, Castellau, Llantrisant, Mid Glamorgan CF7 
8LP  
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